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before the House of Commons as unwilling to accept the proffered
friendship of the Ulstermen."1
Was the gesture " histrionic " ? If Redmond had lost, Carson
could hardly have felt that he had won.
" The Act will be the Act there upon the Statute Book,5' he
said, " and we will resume our old quarrels over how Ulster is to
be excluded. ... I look forward to it with horror." If Carson
could not foresee the full horror of that resumption, he had
already seen enough to make him regret as deeply as Redmond
the failure of the settlement. He would have given much for it ;
Ulster he would not, he could not, give.
1 Life of John Redmond, p. 522.